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Our Mission:
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We are a hub that identifies and links resources and needs in order to foster bioregional collaboration and economic development by finding value in local and regional waste streams.

We identify, connect, develop and share symbiotic technological, entrepreneurial, market, educational and advocacy resources needed by local businesses and communities to launch successful waste-as-value projects.  These innovative ventures create new jobs in a context of sustainable growth, increasing community self-reliance as the benefits are shared by the bioregion's economies.

Where we are focusing:  

We are supporting the creation of small and medium scale businesses and projects supplying, distributing or demanding local renewable energy and fuels.  Initially utilizing forest-thinning slash as feedstock, we have an eye toward construction and demolition or even landfill wastes as feed-stocks.  We are focusing on the high value of liquid fuels and electricity, while also seeing pellets, composting and local food production as easy linkages.  We focus where we live – in Northern New Mexico - coordinating people, college workforce training, and compatibly mission-driven groups in a politics- and technology-neutral zone.  Through finding solutions to barriers, mapping resources, translating between groups and telling our common story, we are energizing existing efforts.
Why we do this:

We believe that zero waste is possible by following the 3.5 billion years of research and development offered by nature.  We see the possibility of all landfills being closed – as cities from Albuquerque to Los Angeles have set as a 2030 goal.   We see new businesses, markets and economies created and enhanced by creative new solutions to using what we have been throwing away.  We also want to empower ourselves and each other to take steps within our control or influence with the resources at hand.  By collaborating well, we bootstrap each other to provide benefits to all who would join in… and our entire community… in a way that our local economy will grow on its own… deeply utilizing our local creativities, youth and locally-owned businesses, creating high-value jobs of the future – right here.

Our vision of what is possible:
We can imagine enhancing our local and national economy - increasing the U.S. Gross Domestic Product - by finding creative profitable uses for the 94% of the materials and energy that are currently wasted.
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� In the United States…”10 tons of active mass raw materials (not including construction materials) per person is extracted from U.S. territory by the economy.  Roughly 75% is mineral and non-renewable while 25% is, in principle, from renewable sources. 6% of the total is embodied in durable products. The other 94% is converted into waste residuals as fast as it is extracted. . . . "The tonnages of waste residuals are actually greater than the tonnages of crops, timber, fuels and minerals (because air and water contribute mass to the residuals)"   "The annual accumulation of active materials embodied in durables...is probably not above ... 6% of the total."   Ayres, R.U., Kneese, A.V. 1989 "Externalities, Economics, & Thermodynamics," in Archibugi & Nijkamp, eds, Economy and Ecology: Towards Sustainable Development. pp 109-117. Kluweracademie Pubs, Netherlands. 
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